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Yakub Hasan, Abdul Bari, Shaukat Ali and Azad: "We have most
carefully read the Turkish peace terms, and we consider them to be
in direct violation of the religious sentiments of Muslims. We hold
that the British Empire which is cthe greatest Muslim power5 in the
world cannot treat the Turkish Empire which represents the Khilafat,
in the same manner that it may treat a defeated enemy. We would,
therefore, request Your Excellency and your Government to ask His
Majesty's ministers to secure a revision of the peace terms and tell
them that on failure to do so. Your Excellency will make common
cause with the people of India. If unfortunately Your Excellency will
not adopt our humble suggestion we shall be obliged as from the first
of August next to withdraw co-operation from the Government and
to ask our co-religionists and Hindu brethren to do likewise.55
On June 22 Gandhi appealed to the Viceroy to heed to the
just demands of the Muslims:
"As one who has enjoyed a certain measure of Your Excellency's
confidence, and as one who claims to be a devoted well-wisher of the
British Empire, I owe it to Your Excellency, and through Your
Excellency to His Majesty's ministers, to explain my connection with
and my conduct in the Khilafat question.
"At the very earliest stage of the war, even whilst I was in London
organizing the Indian Volunteer Ambulance Corps, I began to interest
myself in the Khilafat question. I perceived how deeply moved
the little Musalman world in London was when Turkey decided
to throw in her lot with Germany. On my arrival in India in
the January of 1915, I found the same anxiousness and earnestness
among the Musalmans with whom I came in contact. Their anxiety
became intense when the information about the secret treaties leaked
out. Distrust of British intentions filled their minds, and despair took
possession of them. Even at that moment I advised my Musalman
friends not to give way to despair but to express their fear and their
hopes in a disciplined manner. It will be admitted that the whole of
Musalman India has behaved in a singularly restrained manner
during the past five years, and that the leaders have been able to keep
the turbulent sections of their community under complete control.
"The peace terms and Your Excellency's defence of them have
given the Musalmans of India a shock from which it will be difficult
for them to recover. The terms violate the ministerial pledges and
utterly disregard Musalman sentiment. I consider that as a staunch